When patenting an invention, a DIY approach just won't cut it 



So you think you've just invented something unique. Perhaps a new device or a new design, and 
you're thinking, "can I possibly make tons of money out of this?" Most newbie inventors dream 
of selling their brilliant inventions or ideas for big bucks and going down in history as the guy 
who made life so much easier. 



While this scenario isn't entirely far fetched for truly brilliant inventions, the entire process of 
inventing and making sure all rights belong to you as inventor is actually a long and complex 
one. You need to be educated on the entire process of patenting if you want to do it right. 



In the United States, a patent gives the inventor the exclusive rights to make, use, or offer the 
invention for sale or import. An inventor needs to submit a patent application to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, which is the authorized agency to grant patents or property rights to 
inventors. 



When you lodge your patent application, make sure you are applying for the right kind of patent. 
There are three kinds of patents. One is a utility patent, which are copyrights granted to inventors 
or discoverers of new and functional machines, processes, articles of manufacture, or any new 
improvements thereof. Another is a design patent, which is granted to people who come up with 
original and decorative designs for any article of manufacture. The third one is a plant patent, 
which is given to people who are able to asexually reproduce or discover a new plant variety. 



It is also useful to conduct a "search for prior art," which means doing a thorough patent search 
to see if anybody else has invented or patented an innovation similar to yours. As an inventor, 
you do not want anybody else infringing on your property rights, so you should avoid violating 
other inventors' rights as well. 



As patent applications are known to be complex and costly, most experts recommend hiring an 
intellectual property lawyer to conduct a patent search and make sure all patent requirements are 
satisfied. A patent application is considered a legal document. You have to be as specific as 
possible in your descriptions - every word you put in your patent application will matter. For 
example, when applying for a utility patent for an innovation, you describe it as "point A is 



nailed to point B." With this, you are creating a big loophole. Someone may come along and file 
a patent application for an identical invention, but describing the invention as "point A is glued to 
point B." In cases like this, patent experts advise using the word "attached", instead of "nailed" 
so you can better protect your invention from technicalities. 



Hiring a reliable patent lawyer will give you the peace of mind and security that your invention 
will be better protected, as in the case above. A good patent lawyer can help you through the 
entire application process - from patent searches, to making sure that your illustrations conform 
with federal requirements, to claims drafting, electronic filing, and follow-up patent prosecution. 
Most inventors actually end up spending so much more when going through patent applications 
by themselves, spending for unnecessary procedures that could have been avoided with the 
guidance of a knowledgeable patent lawyer. 
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